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SUBJECT: CONGRESSIONAL REQUEST FOR HUMAN RIGHTS STATEMENT: 
COMMENT ON DRAFT REPORT 

REF: STATE 239763 

1 . WE CONSIDER DRAFT REPORT ON HUMAN RIGHTS PRACTICES IN 
HAITI AN ACCURATE AND BALANCED SUMMARY. 

2. WE HAVE FOLLOWING SUGGESTIONS DESIGNED TO UPDATE INFORMATION: 

(A) IN PARA H, LEGAL SITUATION, PENULTIMATE SENTENCE, 

REDRAFT AS FOLLOWS: "IN 1975 THE CRIMINAL ASSIZES, SUSPENDED 
UNDER THE PREVIOUS REGIME, WERE RESUMED AS AN ESTABLISHED 
ELEMENT IN THE JUDICIAL CALENDAR, AND THE FIRST FORMAL CRIMINAL 
TRIAL IN YEARS WAS HELD. IN 1976 THE ASSIZES GENERATED CON- 
SIDERABLE PUBLIC INTEREST AND RESULTED IN SEVERAL WIDELY 
PUBLICIZED ACQUITTALS. IN SEPTEMBER 1976 THE GOVERNMENT 
RELEASED 261 PRISONERS WHO HAD BEEN HELD UNDER PRE-TRIAL 
DETENTION FOR AN EXCESSIVE PERIOD OF TIME AND ORDERED 

THEIR CASES BROUGHT TO TRIAL AT THE NEXT SESSION OF THE 
ASSIZES. HOWEVER. THERE REMAIN... 

(B) IN PARA III A. ARTICLE 9, SUGGEST DELETION OF 
STATEMENT THAT EXILE IS NO LONGER USED AS A PUNISHMENT. 

EXILE CONTINUES TO BE USED AS PUNISHMENT, WITNESS FATE 
OF HENRI SICLAIT AND A NUMBER OF REGIE ASSOCIATES, BUT IN 
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THIS CASE OF "ILLICIT ENRICHMENT” ON A GRAND SCALE, EXILE 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 

WAS A MILDER SANCTION THAN CRIMINAL TRIAL WOULD HAVE BEEN. 

(C) IN PARA III B, DISCUSSING PRESS FREEDOM, SUGGEST 
REDRAFT AS FOLLOWS: "THE PRESS EXERCISES SELF-CENSORSHIP, 

ALTHOUGH IT IS GRADUALLY ACQUIRING A GREATER MARGIN FOR 
CONSTRUCTIVE CRITICISM OF THE GOVERNMENT'S ADMINISTRATIVE 
SHORTCOMINGS." 

ISHAM 
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